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About SLHBA
The Southeastern Louisiana Home Builders Association,
Inc. (SLHBA), was chartered in 1979 and is a non-profit
501 c (6) trade association affiliated with the National
Association of Home Builders and the Louisiana
Builders Association. Our membership is comprised of
builders and associates who make the shelter industry
their primary profession.
Mission Statement: SLHBA is a professional
organization which strives to unite and represent the
building industry in St. Mary, Assumption, Lafourche
and Terrebonne parishes. SLHBA is dedicated to the
idea of quality housing at affordable prices, thus
protecting the "American Dream"of homeownership.
Vision Statement: SLHBA is recognized and respected
as the premier voice for the building industry, the value
of homeownership, and the growth of the community.
Currently SLHBA has approx 228 members; LHBA has
approximately 5400 members and NAHB has more than
140,000 members "STRENGTH IN NUMBERS".

Top 10 Tips When Hiring a Contractor

Plan Your Project
Detail out what you want done and who you will need to complete it. No two projects are the same and may require a specially
licensed contractor.
Get 2-3 Estimates
When comparing estimates from different contractors, don't just compare the bottom line cost. Look at the cost and quality of
materials for each one. Be sure the estimate includes the total price, the materials to be used, a time table for payments and the
expected timeline for completion of the work.
Verify the Contractors Information
Get proof that the contractor you may be working with is licensed or registered. Contact your state's regulatory agency to check the
status of their license. Only work with contractors who are currently licensed or registered.
Check At Least 3 References
Ask your contractor for three written references. When speaking with the references ask if they were satisfied with the contractor's
work and if the contractor kept to the schedule and contract terms.
Require A Written Contract
The contract should be a detailed description of the work to be done, the material to be used, and the equipment to be installed . Be
sure there is a schedule of payments and a timeline for when the work will be. completed. Be sure you understand the contract
before you sign it . Any changes that occur should be noted in writing.
Don't Make A Large Downpayment
The down payment you pay in order for work to begin should be minimal. Beware of a contractor who is asking for a large
payment so that they can purchase the materials to begin your project.
Make Payments as Work Is Completed
Set up a payment schedule that follows the work as it is being completed. Never pay for something that has not been completed. Do
not pay for anything in cash.
Monitor Job Progress
Check in regularly on the progress of the work. Any and all permits should be displayed by the contractor while the work is being
done.
Don't Make Final Payment Until The Job Is Complete
Before making the final payment make sure that you are satisfied with the completed work. Verify t hat any and all liens have been
released.
Keep All Paperwork Related To Your Job
Be sure to keep a record of all documents that pertain to your project . This includes the contract, any written changes, all bills and
invoices, receipts of payments, and all correspondence with your contractor. You should also include photos of the job in progress.
This valuable information is provided courtesy of the National Association of State Contractors licensing agencies and Louisiana State Licensing
Board for Contractors.

ALWAYS HIRE A LICENSED CONTRACTOR

CONTRACTOR SCAMS WARNING SIGNS
600 North Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 765-2301
lslbc.louisiana.gov

□ Door to Door Solicitations
□ High Pressure Sales
□ Scare Tactics
□ Demand Cash
□ Asking for Large Down Payments
□ Verbal Agreements
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Louisiana Licensing Requirements
Residential License - What does this license cover?
The construction of a building or structure, to be used as a residence, with no more than four incorporated or attached dwelling
units, where the cost of labor and materials will exceed $75,000
Home Improvement Projects
Subcontractors/specialty trades, where the labor and materials exceeds $7500, for the construction of a building or structure, to be
used as a residence, with no more than four incorporated or attached dwellings, for the following specialty classifications:
Residential: Pile Driving, Foundations, Framing, Masonry/Stucco, Swimming Pools as well as Labor Only Licensing for
What are the requirements for licensure?
The Contractor must:
Complete the Residential Application. Additional information/documents may be requested within the application. See link below to
download application.
Provide a financial statement affidavit showing a minimum of $10,000 net worth (must be current within 12 months of application).
Pass the required examinations. After the application is submitted, the Qualifying Party will receive testing information. See link
below for classification list and additional examination information.
Must take Business & Law course
Must take trade exam, if applicable
After the application is submitted, provide proof of general liability insurance with a minimum amount of $100,000 and proof of
workers’ compensation coverage. Insurance certificate(s) should be emailed directly from the insurance agent to
insurance@lslbc.louisiana.gov. See link below for specific insurance information.
Be approved by the Board before issuance of the license.
Home Improvement Registration - What does this registration cover?
Home Improvement projects with a value exceeding $7,500 but not in excess of $75,000
1ncluding labor and materials. This registration does NOT cover swimming pools.
What are the requirements to obtain a Home Improvement Registration?
The contractor must:
Complete the Home Improvement Registration Application. Additional information/documents may be requested within the
application. See link below to download application.
Provide proof of general liability insurance with a minimum amount of $100,000 and proof of workers’ compensation
coverage. Insurance certificate(s) should be emailed directly from the insurance agent to insurance@lslbc.louisiana.gov. See link
below for specific insurance information.
Be approved by the Board before issuance of the registration.
Commercial License - What does this license cover?
Commercial projects with a value of $50,000 or more including labor and materials; general contractors must hire properly licensed
subcontractors
Subcontractor/Specialty Trades for commercial projects with a value of $50,000 or more including labor and materials
Exceptions: Electrical/Mechanical/Plumbing require a commercial license with appropriate classification for projects exceeding
$10,000 including labor and materials
Asbestos, Hazardous Waste, Lead Based Paint Abatement/Removal, Underground Storage Tanks require a commercial license
with appropriate classification for projects with a value of $1.00 or more including labor and materials.
What are the requirements for licensure?
The contractor must:
Complete the Commercial Application. Additional information/documents may be requested within the application. See link below
to download the application.
Provide a financial statement affidavit showing a minimum of $10,000 net worth (must be current within 12 months of application).
Pass the required examinations. After the application is submitted, the Qualifying Party will receive testing information. See link
below for classification list and additional examination information.
Must take Business & Law course
Must take Trade exam if applicable
Please Note: Certain classifications may require certifications from other agencies before obtaining a license with the board.
See the Exam/Classification link below for additional information.
Be approved by the Board before issuance of the license.

Page 4

Routine Home Maintenance
Your home may be the biggest investment you will ever make. Taking good care of it with regular maintenance is
necessary to preserve its value and ensure it will provide a comfortable, safe shelter for you and your family for years to
come.
Maintenance Outside the Home
Maintenance Insider the Home
Roof, Gutters and Downspouts
Air Filters
A qualified roofer should inspect your roof every three years.
Many types of heating and air conditioning systems contain
Skylights
should also be inspected each time your roof is
filters to remove dirt and dust from the air. Check the
inspected
so leaks don’t develop from cracks and interruptions
instruction book or search online by model number: In many
around
the
seals, caulking and flashings.
cases, the home owner should change filters at least every three
Make
sure
that
gutters and downspouts do not get clogged with
months.
leaves or other objects.
Sinks
Windows and Doors
It’s also a good idea to clean your faucet’s aerator — which is the
Inspect exterior windows and doors yearly to see if the caulking
spring inside the end of the faucet — every three to four months.
around them has split and cracked. If so, replace the caulk and
To maintain your garbage disposal, you should run cold water
clean any mildew.
through it during use.
For a simple solution to wash extremely dirty exterior windows,
combine equal parts vinegar and water or three tablespoons of
Fireplaces
denatured alcohol per quart of warm water. Use a piece of
When you’re ready to use your fireplace, be sure to build the fire
crumbled newspaper to wash the glass to avoid lint left behind by
paper towels.
on the andirons or grate, never on the fireplace floor.
To help a window slide easily, rub the channel with a piece of
To prevent soot and to add color to the fire, throw
parrafin.
in a handful of salt.
Store your firewood outside, away from the house
Siding
and not directly on the ground.
Inspect your siding yearly to determine if your wood-sided home
Have a CSIA-Certified chimney sweep inspect your
needs to be repainted. Trim shrubbery away so that it does not
chimney and fireplace annually, especially.
touch the siding.
if you build a lot of fires in the winter.
The exterior of your house is built to withstand exposure to the
elements, but a periodic cleaning will improve the appearance
Floors
and, in many instances, prolong the life of siding and other
To maintain unpainted concrete floors in your basement or
exterior products.
garage, first apply a concrete sealer, which makes them easier to
clean. When you’re ready to clean them, use a solution of four to Garage
six tablespoons of washing soda in a gallon of hot water. Add
The moving parts of garage doors should be oiled every three
scouring powder to the solution for tough jobs.
months.
For hardwood, be sure the floors have a polyurethane finish
before cleaning with water. Hardwood floors that do not have a Simple Repairs
polyurethane finish will need to be waxed periodically. Use liquid Faucets, Sinks and Toilets
If you have a water leak, the washer in your faucet usually needs
or paste "spirit" wax. The best polish for vinyl floors in water
to be replaced.
emulsion wax.
For clogged drains, use a plunger and/or a plumber’s snake.
To unclog a toilet, use a coil spring-steel auger, which can be
Walls
found at hardware or home-improvement stores.
Masonry walls sometimes develop a white powdery substance.
This is called efflorescence, a crystallized soluble salt that can be
Pipes
removed by scrubbing with water and a stiff brush.
Noisy water pipes should be fixed promptly. The condition that
causes noisy pipes may be accompanied by vibration that can
Safety and Security
cause fittings to loosen and leak.
If you have a home security system, regularly check the alarms
Frozen pipes should be thawed slowly to prevent the formation
and circuit breakers to ensure they are in working order. Inspect
of steam, which could cause the pipes to burst.
the sensors one by one.
Walls
The batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
Use spackling to fill nail holes and cracks in plaster walls and
should also be checked twice a year to ensure they are operable.
gypsum wallboard.
Hard-wired and battery-powered detectors should be replaced
every 10 years.
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10 Tips for a Smooth Home Remodel
Follow these 10 tips when you embark on an exciting home remodeling project.
Establish effective two-way communication with the home
remodeler.
It’s essential to have good communication for a smooth home
remodeling project. Does the remodeler listen? Does he or she
answer questions clearly and candidly? Can you reach him when
you need to? Does he return phone calls promptly? Does he let you
know when problems arise and work with you on solving them?

Discuss and agree on how change orders will be handled.
With home remodeling there is always the chance you may want
to change materials or other project details during the job. Before
work starts, make sure you agree with your remodeler about how
these changes will be handled. Also understand that changes
could affect the schedule and the budget, so it’s important you
have all changes in writing.

Make sure you are compatible with the contractor.
You’ll spend a lot of time with your remodeler so it’s important to
have a good rapport and trust in him or her.

Agree on a well-written contract that covers all the bases.
The contract should include these elements: a timetable for the
project, price and payment schedule, detailed specifications for all
products and materials, insurance information, permit
information, procedures for handling change orders, lien releases,
provisions for conflict resolution, notice of your right under the
Federal Trade Commission’s Cooling Off Rule (your right to cancel
the contract within three days if it was signed someplace other
than the remodeler’s place of business), and details on the
important issues (such as access to your home, care of the home,
cleanup and trash removal).

Set a clear and mutual understanding about the schedule.
You and your home remodeler should agree on the schedule up
front to avoid conflict and problems later in the project.
Request a written proposal.
Often, two people remember the same conversation differently.
Get the proposal in writing and work with the remodeler to ensure
it reflects your wishes.
Get a clear and mutual understanding on miscellaneous details
up front.
There are a lot of little details that need to be settled before work
starts. What times of day will they be working? How will he or she
access the property? How will cleanup be handled? How will they
protect your property?

Ask for a written lien waiver from the home remodeler upon
completion of the work.
If the remodeler hires subcontractors for portions of the work,
then it is their responsibility to see the subcontractors
compensated. In order to ensure this has been done and to protect
yourself, ask for a written lien waiver when the work is finished.
This document will verify everyone has been paid.

Remember to be flexible.
Remodeling is an interruption of your normal life. Remember to be
flexible during the
project so that you can handle the unexpected and go with the
flow.

Establish a project plan, covering all phases and dependencies in
the work.
Plan your big picture goals with the remodeler and discuss your
needs. Hire a remodeler who will plan with you, listen to concerns
and answer questions.

— From How to Hire Your Dream Remodeler by Tom Higgins, Superior Products Home Improvement, Littleton, Colo.

Does your building contractor, sub-contractor or remodeler hold the proper
insurances and licenses? Verify before hiring. Ask for a copy of their License and
Proof of General Liability and Workers Compensation.
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Questions to Ask Your Home Builder

When you’re thinking about buying a new home, selecting the right home builder is a key step in creating the home of your dreams.
You should feel comfortable asking a potential home builder every question that you think is important. And, a professional builder
or sales representative will want to make you a
happy and satisfied home owner.
Besides the questions of “How much does it cost?,” and “When can we move in?,” here are some other questions you should ask:
1. Will the builder give you references of recent buyers/occupants?
2. Does the builder have a financing plan established?
3. Are there options in the floor plan — for example, can a basement or deck be added?
4. Can a room such as the basement be left unfinished?
5. How much “customizing” can be done versus standard features?
6. Can appliances be up- or down-graded?
7. Are there any additional fees relating to the home or development?
8. Will there be a home owners’ association? If so, what will the dues cost and what do they cover.
9. Does the builder offer a warranty program?
10. Does the price include landscaping? What if the plants die within a year?
11. Are there any restrictive covenants?
12. What are the estimated taxes on the property?
13. How is the school system rated?
14. Are day care and grocery stores convenient and satisfactory?
15. What about emergency facilities — police, fire department and hospitals?
16. Are there any major development plans for the area in the next five years?

Tax Benefits of Homeownership

Homeownership has many important benefits for millions of
Americans across the country — including creating a sense of
community, building wealth and providing financial security.

Home owners can review the Internal Revenue Service
Publication 936, which helps explain the rules for deducting
home mortgage interest.

Home owners should be aware of recent changes to the tax code
that went into effect in 2018 with The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
which passed in December 2017. Despite the changes, it’s
important to remember that home owners can still take
advantage of many tax incentives.

Mortgage Insurance Deduction
Mortgage insurance premiums offer another potential deduction
for home owners. Generally, people who purchase a home
without putting 20 percent down must buy mortgage insurance,
and those premiums can also be deducted from taxable income.

Mortgage Interest Deduction
Home owners who itemize their federal income tax deductions
can deduct 100 percent of their mortgage interest payments on a
first and second home for up to a maximum mortgage amount of
$750,000 for loan balances taken after Dec. 16, 2017. The limit
remains $1 million for mortgages that were established prior to
this date, as well as for home owners who were under contract
before Dec. 15, 2017, subject to certain rules.

Real Estate Tax Deduction
Home owners are able to deduct up to $10,000 of state and local
taxes, including property taxes and the choice of income or sales
taxes.

The Mortgage Interest Statement Form 1098, which home owners
receive from their lenders, shows the total amount of home
mortgage interest paid during the year.
Homeowners can also take a deduction on a home equity loan or
home equity line of credit if the loan is used for substantial home
improvements, such as remodeling.

Capital Gains Exclusion
When it is time to sell a home, in many cases home owners don’t
have to pay capital gains tax on the profit from the sale. Under
present law, married couples who have owned and occupied their
principal residence for at least two of the past five years do not
have to pay any taxes on the first $500,000 in profits from the
sale of their home. Single filers earn up to $250,000 tax free.
It’s important to keep in mind that the tax law did create
important changes that could impact individuals and small
businesses. You should always consult a qualified professional
adviser for questions aboutfiling your tax returns.

Note: NAHB is providing this information for general guidance only. This information does not constitute the provision of legal advice, tax advice, accounting services, investment advice,
or professional consulting of any kind nor should it be construed as such. The information provided herein should not be used as a substitute for consultation with professional tax,
accounting, legal, or other competent advisers.ttle bit of body text
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Who Are the
Members of
SLHBA?

SLHBA's membership is
comprised of all aspects of
the building industryresidential and/or
commercial general
contractors, subcontractors, lumber
suppliers, insurance
agencies, flooring installers,
concrete contractors and
much more. Once the
member joins with SLHBA,
they are automatically a
member of the Louisiana
Home Builders Association
and the National
Association of Home
Builders.
With these memberships
comes tons of knowledge,
education, and members
fighting on behalf of the
building industry.

Learn more about
becoming a member at
www.selhba.org.

www.selhba.org

www.lhba.org

www.nahb.org

BEFORE YOU MOVE IN

The New Home Walk-through

Before you go to settlement on your purchase of a newly constructed home, you and your builder
will do a walk-through to conduct a final inspection.
This walk-through provides an opportunity to spot items which may need to be corrected or
adjusted, learn about the way your new home works and ask questions about anything you don’t
understand.
Often, a builder will use the walk-through to educate buyers about:
The operation of the house’s components.
The buyer’s responsibilities for maintenance and upkeep.
Warranty coverage and procedures.
The larger community in which the home is located.
Operation of Home Components
When you buy a new appliance or piece of equipment, such as a printer or a washing machine, you
usually have to read the instructions before you understand how to use all of the features. With a
new house, you will receive a stack of instruction booklets all at once. It helps if someone takes the
time to show you how to operate all of the kitchen appliances, heating and cooling systems, water
heater and other features. Such an orientation is particularly useful because people often are so
busy during a move that they have trouble finding time to carefully read instruction booklets.
Maintenance Responsibilities
Part of your walk-through will be learning about maintenance and upkeep responsibilities. Most new
homes come with a one-year warranty on workmanship and materials. However, such warranties do
not cover problems that develop because of failure to perform required maintenance. Many builders
provide a booklet explaining common upkeep responsibilities of new home owners and how to
perform them.Should a warranted problem arise after you move in, the builder is likely to have a set
of warranty service procedures to follow. Except in emergencies, requests for service should be in
writing. This helps to ensure that everyone clearly understands the service to be performed.
Builder Visits During the Year
Many builders schedule two visits during the first year — one near the beginning and the other near
the end — to make necessary adjustments and to perform work of a non-emergency nature. Don’t
expect a builder to rush out immediately for a problem such as a nail pop in your drywall. Such
problems occur because of the natural settling of the house and are best addressed in one visit near
the end of the first year.
Your Inspection Checklist
Create a checklist when inspecting the house. The list should include everything that needs
attention, and you and your builder should agree to a timetable for repairs. Builders prefer to
remedy problems before you move in because it is easier to work in an empty house. Some items
may have to be corrected after move-in. For instance, if your walk-through is in the winter, your
builder may have to delay landscaping adjustments until spring.
It is important that you be thorough and observant during the walk-through. Examine all surfaces of
counters, fixtures, floors and walls for possible damage carefully. Sometimes disputes arise because
a buyer may discover a gouge in a counter top after move-in, and there is no way to prove whether it
was caused by the builder’s workers or the buyer’s movers. Many builders ask their buyers to sign a
form at the walk-through stating that all surfaces have been inspected and that there is no damage
other than what has been noted on the walk-through checklist.
Ask a lot of questions during the walk-through and take notes on the answers. Don’t worry about
asking too many questions. That is how you learn. It is important to view the walk-through as a
positive learning experience that will enhance the enjoyment of your new home.
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SLHBA Scholarship Opportunities
SLHBA has two scholarship opportunities for students within the our membership and throughout Assumption, Lafourche, St.
Martin, St. Mary, or Terrebonne.
The LOUIS DAIGLE TRADE SCHOLARSHIP is open to any student that will be enrolling or already enrolled into a building
related industry in a Louisiana based university, community college or trade/vocational school. For example: construction
management, HVAC, Drafting, Electrical, etc.
The SLHBA MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP is open to a child, grandchild, adopted child or step child of an active member of SLHBA
that is enrolling or is already enrolled into an university. Major can be in any field of study but if applicant is in a Building
Related Curriculum, they may be considered first for scholarship.
Scholarship applicants should be currently residing in the Parishes of our Association: Assumption, Lafourche, St. Martin, St.
Mary or Terrebonne.
Scholarship award can be up to $500 which can be used towards school tuition, fees and/or books.
You can learn more by visiting selhba.org/news. Deadline is April 15, 2022.

Permits

The question SLHBA gets the most is: Do I need a permit to do this work? In the majority cases the answer is yes,
but it is always best to check with your local permit office to get the correct answer. Call or visit the local permit
offices to find out for sure. An application is required for the majority of cases and there may be a fee for processing.
Assumption Parish
assumptionla.com/161/Parish-Permit-Office
105 Martin Luther King Drive
Napoleonville, LA 70390
(985) 369-7386

City of Morgan City
www.cityofmc.com
509 Second Street
Morgan City, LA 70380
(985) 380-4716

Contact us with your construction questions.
985.868.4725

slhba@att.net
selhba.org

facebook.com/SELHBA
@SELA_HBA

southeastlahba

147 Capital Blvd, Ste A
Houma, LA 70360

City of Thibodaux
ci.thibodaux.la.us/Departments/PW/BP
1219 Henry S Thibodeaux St
Thibodaux, LA 70301
(985) 446-7223
Lafourche Parish
lafourchegov.org/departments/permits
4876 Hwy 1
Mathews, LA 70375
(985) 537-7603
St. Mary Parish
stmaryparishla.gov/departments/Planning
--Zoning-Department
Fifth Floor Courthouse
Franklin, La. 70538
(337) 828-4100 ext. 500
Terrebonne Parish
tpcg.org/index.php?f=permits
8026 West Main, Suite 100
Houma, LA 70360
(985) 873-6567

